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From the NANA President
By Holly Chandler, MS, CRNA
President
Warm Spring Greetings to our members across the great state of Nebraska. The
Sandhill Cranes have come and gone and soon Hummingbirds will return. A change
of seasons is always a good time for reflection. As I reflect back on the last two years,
I am struck by the amount of positive change your Board of Directors and Officers
have accomplished. We were asked to lead during a turbulent time in our National
Association and Profession. We made the decision to hire an Association Management
Company (AMC), we made a budget (with a projected loss the first year), reinforced
our committees, helped build a new website with our AMC, took on the planning and
implementation of our own meetings, sent leaders to national meetings, sponsored a
SPA position, recommended a CRNA for the APRN BOD, formed two new committees
(rural and student), rewrote our bylaws, increased our PAC fund with a social event
night and auction, produced a movie ad in movie theaters across Nebraska for CRNA
week, fought on a national and local level for Veterans’ rights to affordable health care,
aided our neighbors in Iowa in their fight to prevent AA’s from entering their state
and assisted our Nebraska APRNs in legislation so that they may practice to their full
scope. While the above list is not all inclusive, it is IMPRESSIVE! So just let me say to all
involved, WELL DONE!
We have built a relationship with our AMC, McBride and Associates, over the last year.
They have done amazing work. I can say that I could not be happier with the decision we
made to have them come on board.
I can gladly report that with all of the hard work that the Officers, BOD and AMC has
been doing, along with the absolutely near thankless work that Ann Haasch and Sharon
Hadenfeldt and their program committees have done for Fall and Spring meetings, we
as an organization are on the verge of being able to report a profit for the first fiscal year
with our AMC. That really should get you excited to become active in the organization
in some way. What this means is that WE get to be association members and do the
WORK and FUN of the association. We can concentrate on the very important work of
protecting our practice.
You see, “The secret of change is to focus all of your energy not on fighting the old, but
on building the new.”( Socrates) I look forward to passing the presidential seat on to
Tiffany Olson in October. Our organization is in good hands with the continued work of
this excellent BOD, committees and membership.
This is what this leadership has been about. We have built the new, and it is working,
successful, impressive and fun. We have more nominations for association leadership
positions this year than EVER before. We’ll keep you informed when information on
nominees is available. Please read the bios and VOTE.
Please take the time to go to our new website at www.neana.org We welcome your
feedback.
We look forward to seeing all of you at our Fall NANA meeting where we will be offering
20 CEU’s. Details will be on the website.
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President Elect Message
By Tiffany Olson, MS, CRNA, President-Elect
Greetings Nebraska CRNAs,
I hope this newsletter finds you all well and enjoying our great profession. We truly have
a great state full of many CRNAs with very diverse types of practice settings. Spring is
always an exciting time of year for many reasons, especially in our state and national
organizations. This spring, you had many CRNAs and SRNAs marching on Capitol Hill and
meeting state Congressional representatives, serving as a strong, unified voice promoting
the CRNA profession and full scope of practice.
Locally, your Nebraska CRNAs provided continuing education at our spring meeting and a
social event for us to get together and raise money for the PAC. These commitments do
not go unnoticed and we greatly appreciate everyone who helped make it a possibility this
year.
I have been a CRNA at the Nebraska Medical Center for six years. My first involvement
with NANA leadership was as a student representative. I have served on the NANA Board
of Directors for four years and recently have been serving as your Vice President. The
NANA Board of Directors and Officers have asked me to step up from Vice President to the
President-Elect position and move into the President position this fall. I am happy to serve
Nebraska CRNAs in this capacity and pledge to represent all of our CRNAs throughout our
diverse state.
I realize there is always concern about representation by rural providers on our board.
Sean Scribner has recently reached out to rural CRNA providers and formed a committee
to keep our board up-to-date on different issues that may arise within their practice setting.
It also serves as a great network between rural providers.
My hope for the next two years is to create an environment of involvement across our
great state. We have a vast amount of talent across our membership. I feel that we are all
very busy in our own right between work, family, and other commitments. My hope is that
we all have a little extra time. Please contact NANA if you can help in any capacity. We can
get you involved with a committee, have you help with an event, or even give you a small
task. Our strength is always in our numbers. Take some time to become engaged in your
association governing bodies. The AANA election results are in and available by logging
into the AANA website at www.aana.com.
It will soon be time to vote for NANA officers and Board of Directors. Please take the time
to read the information that will be distributed later about each nominee and cast your
vote.
If you do not have time to offer, please consider making a donation to the PAC.
Anesthesiology Assistants have had legislation for practice in many of our bordering states.
It is a reality that they will attempt to gain practice authority in our great state. As an
organization, we believe in being proactive instead of reactive. Having a good reserve of
funds in our PAC account and a strong, involved organization are pivotal to being prepared
for this legislation.

2016 Calendar Of Events
June 24-25
Business of Anesthesia
Chicago, IL
www.aana.com
September 9-13
AANA Annual Congress
Washington, DC
www.aana.com for registration

Oct. 7-9
NANA Fall Meeting
Bryan College of Health Sciences
www.neana.org
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Federal Political Director Update
by Holly Chandler CRNA
“With the spring comes the Cherry Blossoms and Nancy Gondringer.” This was the quote from Congressman Jeff Fortenberry’s health
aide this year when we visited Nebraska Congressional offices on Capitol Hill. Unfortunately, we did not have Nancy with us. For the
first time, she did not attend our Mid-Year Assembly held April 2-6 in Washington D.C. The AANA Mid-Year Assembly is designed to
prepare nurse anesthetists to effectively advocate on Capitol Hill for protecting and advancing CRNA practice and reimbursement.
Ben Huls CRNA from Kearney served with me as our FPD’s this year for the Mid-Year Assembly. This year we had eight CRNAs and
seven students attend. We engaged with members of Congress and their staffs, building professional relationships that make a
positive difference for the profession and Nebraska.
We were lucky to have our veterans represented by Ed Cutler CRNA from Freemont and Kris Rohde CRNA from Omaha. They did
an amazing job speaking to our representatives and their health aides about veterans rights to access to care by allowing VHA full
practice authority for APRN’s. Please take the time to visit www.veteransaccesstocare.com fill out the forms and encourage EVERY
family member you have to do the same. There is a TAKE ACTION button on the website. After you go to that page, just follow
the instructions. There are sample forms you can use. Make sure to add a sentence or two to make it your own. We would like to
have a 90% response rate here in Nebraska. It is VERY easy and only takes a few minutes. It will make a difference. We worked to
get Congress to cosponsor S 2279 (Merkley-Rounds) and HR 1247 (Graves-Schakowsky), and oppose efforts intended to impair full
recognition of APRN’s.
Todd Luedke CRNA and Ben Huls represented rural anesthesia and spoke to the issue of how critical nurse anesthesia services
are to rural healthcare. Without CRNA services, many rural and Critical Access Hospitals would not be able to offer care at all. We
encouraged Congress to oppose anesthesiologist-only legislation (HR 2138) that risks healthcare cost growth without expanding
access to care, and support legislation restoring on-call and standby pay to the Medicare rural hospital pass-through program for CRNA
services (S 2359, Sec 23).
Our students were AMAZING! We had five Bryan students and two Mount Marty students that NANA sponsored. The students
learned a great deal. They were able to attend all of the appointments with Congress and discussed and asked for Congress to
support patient access to quality care through nurse workforce development funding. They discussed Title 8 programs and funding
and asked Congress to reauthorize Title 8 programs (HR 2713, Capps-Joyce) to ensure patient access to quality care in the future as
baby boomers age.
Matt Tritt CRNA, Jeff Bedoya, and Tiffany Mayland-Stevens also attended and were leads or assisted in speaking to the above
important issues along with the issue regarding the opioid crisis in America. We encouraged Congress to recognize and work with all
health care professionals, including CRNA’s, who provide care for patients suffering from pain and need to ensure safe and appropriate
use of opioids for chronic pain.
We had a very successful trip. The Congress was interested in our issues and many questions were asked. Thankyou cards were sent.
We even were able to thank Congressman Brad Ashford’s health aide for co-sponsoring HR 1247 regarding our veterans. If you have
the time, please send a letter of thanks to Congressman Ashford for that support.
Thank you to all who make this trip possible. To all who donate so that students may attend, a very heartfelt thanks to you. These
students are the future of our organization and are the future leaders of NANA. I hope you all know the difference you make!
Students attending Mid-year were:
Bryan School of Nurse Anesthesia
Meghan Burns
Laura Oseka
Tyler Preszler
Kristen Day
Clark Jackson
Mount Marty School of Nurse Anesthesia
Dustin Schuur
Daniel McArthur
Holly Chandler CRNA
President
Nebraska Association of Nurse Anesthetists
(Temporary Fill In FPD)
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NANA PAC UPDATE
by Holly Chandler MS, CRNA
President
Nebraska Association of Nurse Anesthetists
It has been a great winter for the NANA PAC. Ron Jensen and
Kent Rogert of Jensen Rogert and Associates, Inc. continue to
bring representation and advocacy to our organization at the
capital. They diligently watch out for our members and keep us
up to date on any issues that may arise. Members were active
politically, financially and socially. Bob Bush PAC chair, Sharon
Hadenfeldt BOD and Nancy Gondringer FPD were able to attend a
fundraiser for Governor Ricketts in Lincoln this spring.
We had our first ever NANA PAC social event following the Friday
night CEU’s at our Spring meeting. This was a social/fundraising event. We had 86 attendees and raised $7,900 from ticket sales and
$3,120 from auction items. CRNA’s were able to ‘sponsor a student’. The event was fun, profitable and the food and music were
wonderful!A big thank you to our social planners Sara Theoharris and Carol Fennell and their team of experts on the planning of this
event.
To date the number of PAC contributors in Nebraska is 76. We have over 400 CRNA’s in this state. If you do not want to be fighting an
AA for your place at the head of the bed, start donating to your PAC.
Thank you to those of you who donate THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!
Every day is an opportunity to teach someone what a Nurse Anesthetist does!

New NANA Website Launched
by Holly Chandler MS, CRNA
President
We are pleased to announce the launch of our new website for the Nebraska
Association of Nurse Anesthetists. We encourage you to visit www.neana.org
to check out the information and resources available. To access the memberonly information on the site, log in with your AANA membership number as the
Username. The member password is: necrna2016.
During the past year, several members of the Board of Directors have played key roles in developing this new site. I’d like to especially
thank Sean Scribner, Shannon Pecka and Tiffany Olson for their leadership on this project. We were also fortunate to win a drawing
that gave us the services of Firespring, a leading communications and web design company in Lincoln, for a fraction of what it would
typically have cost to design and build a new site like we now have. We thank Firespring for their discounted professional services that
made this site affordable, as well as our staff at McBride & Associates for their work in coordinating the project.
As with any website, we intend this to be a dynamic, evolving resource for our association. We welcome members’ input and hope you
will visit the site often for updates on timely information and for resources that will increase the value of your membership.
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Program Chair Report
by Ann Donnelly-Haasch
Our state meetings just keep getting better!
There were over 120 CRNAs and SRNAs from Nebraska, Iowa,
South Dakota, Minnesota and Kansas who attended the Spring
meeting in Omaha. This was the first year in some time that the
NANA program committee, along with our management firm
McBride and Associates, planned and implemented our Spring
program. I hope the variety of topics provided information that
will be useful in everyone’s practice and life as a CRNA. I have to
thank my program committee for finding such quality speakers
for this meeting.
This year we were fortunate to have Frank Purcell, our AANA
lobbyist on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, speak and attend our
First Annual PAC event. Frank is a strong advocate and resource
for CRNAs and it was an honor to have him lecture at our
meeting.
Steve Wooden, Nebraska CRNA and President of the NBCRNA,
addressed the implementation of the new credentialing for
CRNAs and answered many of our questions on this topic. Many
attendees found this to be very helpful in understanding the new
process. We thank Steve for his time.
Our Fall meeting will be held in Lincoln at Bryan College of Health
Sciences on October 7–9, 2016 and thankfully is chaired by Dr.
Sharon Hadenfeldt.
We are currently planning the Spring 2017 NANA meeting which
will be held April 21st – 23rd. We are changing it up and holding
the meeting at the LaVista Conference Center. We plan to have
our 2nd Annual PAC event that weekend, so if you missed it this
year, please join us next year. It was a great evening of music,
conversation and fun!
We are continually working to bring relevant topics to our
meetings. Please send us an email at www.neana.org if you have
a topic you would like to learn more about or if you have heard
someone present a lecture that you think other CRNAs need to
hear. It is so appreciated!
Thank you to our vendors for their support and thank you to all
who attended this Spring! Hope to see you in the Fall!

Bylaws Report
by Tiffany Olson
At our annual business meeting last fall, the membership
approved an amendment to add the student committee as a
standing committee within our organization’s bylaws. We have
had this committee in effect for the past few years, but wanted
to make it a permanent committee for our organization. The
committee’s purpose is to serve as a liaison between the students
of Nebraska affiliated Nurse Anesthesia Programs and NANA. The
committee assists the appointed NANA student representatives
in the organization and fundraising involved with Mid-Year
Assembly.
Currently the bylaws committee is working on creating a NANA
Policies and Procedures Manual. This comprehensive summary
of the day-to-day functions of NANA as an organization and
governing body will aid in seamless transitions between new
Board of Directors and Officers.

P5

Bryan College Update
Sharon Hadenfeld, PhD, CRNA
Dean of Nurse Anesthesia
Bryan College of Health Sciences
Five students attended the Mid Year Assembly in
Washington DC-Kristen Day and Clark Jackson from the
Class of 2016 and Tyler Preszler, Laura Oseka and Meghan
Boer from the Class of 2017. Student attendance was made
possible by financial support through funds provided by
the NANA Gerry Messbarger Fund. Faculty member Matt
Tritt, MS, CRNA also attended the meeting. Clark Jackson
participated in the student mentorship program.
Christopher Souchek was elected by the student body to
serve as the Student Representative to the NANA BOD. Josh
Wenande completed his term in April and Chris began his
term with the Spring NANA meeting.

Rural Anesthesia Committee Update
by Sean Scribner
The Rural Anesthesia Committee (RAC) is dedicated to keeping
rural, small group, and solo anesthesia providers up to date on
the issues affecting them. During a recent conference call, the
RAC discussed the current local and national legislative issues
and concerns regarding anesthesia. The PAC event that was held
during the spring meeting was reviewed and members were
excited by the turn out and look forward to the opportunity to
attend in the future. Updates on the CPC content as given by
Steve Wooden were also shared.
In April, the RAC committee had a member sponsored by NANA
go the AANA Mid Year Assembly in Washington DC. That member
was Todd Luedke of Wayne. Todd described the experience
and the value of attending our annual “Storm the Hill” event in
DC. If you or someone you know would be interested in being
sponsored next year, please contact myself or our Federal
Political Director, Nancy Gondringer.
I would like to thank our current committee members for their
involvement and encourage anyone interested in the Rural
Anesthesia Committee to contact me or someone currently
involved.
Current committee members are Todd Luedke, Holly Talkington,
Tim Johnson, Kyla Zehr, Mitch Ebke, Angie Hamilton, Evan
Geilenkirchen, Deb Topp and Chuck Frisch.
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Fall Program Committee Report

Foundation Report

The NANA Fall Conference will be held October 7-9, 2016 in Lincoln
at Bryan College of Health Sciences. The program has been
approved by AANA for 20 Class A CEs and will include national
and local speakers. The Fall NANA business meeting will be held
Saturday at 12:00 and all Nebraska CRNAs are encouraged to
attend the business meeting.

by Sarah Langan and Amy Graham

Nationally known CRNAs speaking are Paul Santoro, Mark Haffey
(Region IV Director) and Patrick Moss. A social hour is being
arranged at a local establishment for Saturday evening-more
details to be announced.
Some highlights of the proposed schedule are:
Friday October 7, 1:00 pm – 8:00 pm, 6 Class A CEUs
Obstetric emergencies
Fire safety in the OR
Management of hyperglycemia
Goal directed fluid therapy
Saturday October 8, 7:30 am – 6:30 pm, 9 Class A CEUs
Cleviprex
Mergers & acquisitions in anesthesia business practice
PQRS
AANA update
Postoperative cognitive dysfunction
Regional anesthesia for breast cancer surgery
Sunday October 9, 7:30 am – 1:00 pm, 5 Class A CEUs
Airway surgical procedures
Parkinsons’ Disease
Stroke assessment and prevention
Registration information will be available on the NANA website
at a later date.
This program has been prior approved by the American
Association of Nurse Anesthetists for:
20.00 Class A CE credits
Code Number 1033177
Expiration Date 10/9/2016
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Hello from the Foundation
Thank you everyone who attended the Spring Meeting. We were
able to donate $150 to the Foundation.
Mark your calendars for July 16th for the 2nd Annual golf
tournament at Quarry Oaks in Ashland, Ne. Shotgun start at Noon.
Contact either myself or Amy Graham for more information or to
sign up your team. You can also join our Facebook group AANA
Foundation Nebraska Golf Tournament.
We will be in need of student sponsors, golf bag goodie items,
silent auction items and hole sponsors.
This year we have a AANA Foundation student representative.
Please help us welcome Kyle Hilsabeck. Kyle is a junior SRNA
student at Bryan College of Health Sciences.
Looking forward to seeing you all in July!

Peer Assistance
AANA defines wellness as a positive state of the
mind, body, and spirit reflecting a balance of effective
adaptation, resilience, and coping mechanisms in
personal and professional environments that enhance
quality of life.
Website for Peer Assistance:
www.aanapeerassistance.com
Helpline: 800-654-5167
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Thank You To Our Vendors
NANA appreciates the continuing support from our vendors.
The following vendors contributed to the success of the 2016 Spring Conference.

Thank You To Our Premium Exhibitors
Halyard Health

The Medicines Company

Sweet Dreams

Barry Ballard
402-871-3707
barry.ballard@hyh.com
www.halyardhealth.com

Leta Wright, PA
402-212-6161
Leta.wright@THEMEDCO.com
Jim Torvik
515-490-8183
james.torvik@themedco.com
www.THEMEDCO.com

oxy and Joan Monk Potter, CRNA
618-792-5513
roxyandjoanpotter@yahoo.com
www.joanpotter.com

Thank You To Our Standard Exhibitors
Anesthesisa Billing, Inc.
AbbVie
Michael Robbins
402-310-7159
michael.robbins@abbvie.com
www.abbvie.com

B. Braun Medical Inc.

Phil Blann
800-835-2231
pblann@anesthesisabilling.com
www.anesthesiabilling.com

Harry Lauri
913-424-2944
harry.lauri@bbraun.com
www.bbraunusa.com

Bell Medical, Inc.
Baxter

Darren Trull, 800-845-2355
DTrull@BellMedical.com

Benefit Management

Desi Carlson
952-358-0648
desiree_carlson@baxter.com
www.baxter.com/index.page

Mike Lueders
314-772-5600 x144
mlueders@BellMedical.com
www.bellmedical.com

Dustin Will
402-420-7792
dustin@benefit-management.com
www.benefit-management.com

Granite Financial Solutions

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

Mindray North America

Iner Joelson
712-450-0076
ijoelson@gfsinvest.com
www.gfsinvest.com

Michelle Faulkner
402-319-1718
michelle.faulkner@mallinckrodt.com
www.mallinckrodt.com

Paul Riechers
402-218-7811
p.riechers@mindray.com
www.mindraynorthamerica.com

Mylan Inc.

U.S. Army Health Care

Eric Siegmeier
724-514-1800
regional.events@mylan.com
www.mylan.com

SFC Mark Rowe
402-343-9400
mark.w.rowe6@mail.mil
www.healthcare.goarmy.com
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The AANA F oundation
Established in 1981. The AANA
F oundation is a charitable
organization devoted to
anesthesia research , education
and developement .
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